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I am to inform you that great art is used to advance the
Dissenters' interest on this occasion, and the city of Dublin
has been surprised to put something that way In their
address, though I do not know any officer that has on
account of the Test parted with his command, and I do not
believe that three will. It is hardly credible how working
those people on all occasions are to promote their party.1
I do not think it proper to say any more on this subject,
but it will perhaps be of some use and satisfaction to
observe the steps that are taken. I know not what England
might have done if this invasion had made any progress,
but I am confident that the whole body of the Protestants
there would have been firm to a man against it.

Pray do not forget to put my Lord Lieutenant in mind
of our first fruits and twentieth parts. I had no answer
from his Excellency about it. If Mr, Bourke's bill go on,
let it be viewed by a lawyer, but If my information be right
the Parliament is already up and it cannot proceed.3

I am of your opinion that expectation of reversions is a
cold subsistance. I have many arguments against the
methods used in his case but necessity has no law; and till
things be a little better I can have no prospect of ordering

reality/7 formed part of the plan (Froude, op, cz'L, i, 325). Writing on
13 March, Archbishop King says: " People here are almost frightened
out of their wits with the fear of an invasion; we want two packets
and that makes the apprehension greater. . . . The Justices and
Council have done what they think proper, but nothing near what
some people would have done. The truth is we are in an 111 condition,
not above four thousand three hundred men in the army, many of
those want arms as it is said, the arms from Holland not having come;
the militia absolutely neglected, no arms nor powder for them If raised,
and no power in the Grand Juries by our late Act as formerly to raise
money on the country to arm them. The Irish,^ according to their
laudable custom, are insolent and foolish, and, in truth, we reckon
our security rather in the weakness of our enemy than in our own
strength."

1  The address from the city of Dublin was doubtless one con-
gratulating the Queen on the failure of the French to achieve a land-
ing in Scotland. The effect of the Test on the Irish militia is miicii
disputed.  An examination of the State Papers led Fronde (of. aX,
i, 326) to form the   conclusion that it was most injurious.    The
Ulster militia, the rank and file of which had been almost exclusively
Presbyterian, had been, he says, simply annihilated, and no longer
permitted to have an officer of their own persuasion, they refused to
obey the summons when invited to enlist.

2  Supra, p. 77.
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